HISTORIC FLAT ROCK, INC.

“"WHAT WE DO"



WE HAVE OFTEN BEEN ASKED:
WHAT DOES HISTORIC FLAT ROCK ACTUALLY DO?

Since incorporating in 1968, we have been financially and physically involved

in every form of preservation in the Village. This includes beautification, renovation,
education, archaeology, research, and outright purchase of endangered properties with
rehabilitation and sale with preservation agreements in place. Our main goal as a registered
NC preservation organization is to ensure historic properties and scenic byways are
protected in perpetuity. Preservation Agreements between HFR and property owners are the
tools we use to make this happen. These agreements are individually constructed to protect
properties from unwanted development while preserving owners' wishes.

All of these worthy efforts take funds, sometimes a great deal of funds, so from HFR’s
inception, we have raised funds by hosting events such as historic home tours, galas,
auctions, garden tours and two Designer Showhouses. Historic Home Tours quickly became
our most popular events. We have offered them to the public, first every year, then every
other year, both as our fund raisers and as educational tools to acquaint attendees with the
jewels of Historic Flat Rock. When Covid came down upon us, we dug deep and used
some imagination. Using guidelines for limited attendance and outdoor venues, we
offered a tour of six gardens, outdoor patrons’ parties and small events. During this

time we also initiated Giving Tuesday and an Annual Giving Fund. We are a small
organization made up of dedicated, hard workers who care deeply for Flat Rock.

Some of our projects include:

One of the very first projects that needed our attention was to install and upgrade
GARDENS at The Church of St. John in the Wilderness. Historic Flat Rock, Inc.
donated $5,000 and untold man hours towards this very worthwhile endeavor.
The church has always been a focal point of the village and a gathering place for
residents and visitors alike. The gardens have been beautifully tended by
parishioners through the years.

THE OLD PARSONAGE ¢1853, part of The Church of St. John in the Wilderness,
was also one of our earliest projects. HFR board members and members at large spent
countless hours of volunteer work, which included the installation of a new kitchen
addition designed by Erle Stillwell. In a cooperative spirit, the church allowed HFR to
open its first office in the front room of The Old Parsonage. This project was completed
in 1974. As our Bi-centennial approached, HFR got into high gear and completed
landscaping from plans drawn by landscape architect Wayne Towers. The garden was
prepared and planted by HFR members, church parishioners and the Boy Scouts.



1975 saw a beautification project at the new U.S. post office at the intersection of
Greenville Highway and Little River Road. Once again, Wayne Towers drew and
donated plans to HFR. The post office was built in 1968 by W.B.W. Howe
(historian Louise Bailey's brother) on one of the last sections of Ravenswood. We
Installed shrubs along the north side of the building. Then our volunteers developed
two large beds bordered by railroad ties and brought in thirty loads of topsoil. We
planted 125 plants and fifteen trees including a Tulip Poplar tree in honor of then
HFR president John Wesley Jones. The project was completed fully in the spring
of 1977. See the plaque in memory of Lenoir Ray, postmaster, historian and author
on the north side of the building. Dr. Bill and Mary Garrison purchased the
building and have installed more commemorative plaques in the garden.

As Historic Flat Rock, Inc. grew, it became apparent they needed more space. In
1979, HFR purchased the STRADLEY - JONES FARM ¢1844-1847 and the

OLD POST OFFICE building. The Old Post Office was renovated for office space
upstairs while the first floor was leased to the Ladies Aid Society. The farmhouse

and the barn were leased to offset costs. In 2009, in order to avoid any appearance

of merger of interests, HFR donated a Preservation Agreement on the Old Post Office
building and the lot on which it sits to Preservation North Carolina. (See Stradley
Jones entry 2003).

In 1982, HFR was privileged to receive a donation that would mark the beginning

of our "revolving fund"”. William Hartman donated ELLIOTT PLACE c1877 to

HFR. The donation included a life estate for Mrs. Hartman. A Preservation

Agreement was put in place and the future of our organization received its first

real financial boost after the sale of the property. Elliott Place, formerly Vincennes,
located off Greenville Highway and fronting on Highland Lake, has been the scene

of many fundraisers, Home Tours and HFR gatherings throughout the years through the
generosity of its present owners.

In 1985, we purchased PEACE’S STORE ¢1900, from the estate of Clarence Peace.
Included in the sale were many typical corner store artifacts and a collection of
paintings. A Preservation Agreement was placed on the property before it was

sold to a responsible owner. It is now the cornerstone of Flat Rock's commercial

area known as Little Rainbow Row, containing the Wrinkled Egg and Flat Rock Bakery.

In the late 1980's, the Board of Trustees of the Flat Rock Playhouse approached
HFR with a request for assistance to renovate THE LOWNDES HOUSE c1885.
We entered into an agreement to renovate and restore the old house. Between

1990 and 1994, HFR donated $80,000 towards the project that included costs of



architectural drawings and building costs. A Preservation Agreement was filed
in 1993 and The Lowndes House now serves as executive offices for the Flat Rock
Playhouse. And in 2016, HFR donated funds towards maintenance repairs.

In 1990, we obtained a Preservation Agreement on McCALLEN’S CRAFT SHOP.
located adjacent to the Wrinkled Egg on the south side. It is now part of the
Wrinkled Egg complex with a pass through and deck joining the buildings.

In 1992, CHANTELOUP ¢1841, one of the most unique and important houses

in the district, went on the auction block after suffering severe neglect. We
purchased the house at auction, including the Olmsted-designed gardens and

the entire property. This was, up to that time, the biggest financial leap of faith

for our organization. The house was protected from the elements, and the beautiful
grounds were reclaimed by HFR volunteers. HFR then sold Chanteloup to
responsible owners who worked diligently to bring the house and grounds

back to its original grandeur. Chanteloup is now owned by more recent owners
who are continuing its legacy and improving the house and grounds.

1993 saw an agreement between HFR and the owners of MANY PINES ¢1889.
The property, in addition to the main house and a distinctive row of out
buildings, retains many historic landscape features, including a long drive

lined with tall pine trees. The land was purchased in 1859, and after a succession
of owners, the property, including the ¢1889 house, was purchased by

Augustine T. Smythe in 1908. He was a brother of Capt. Ellison Adger Smyth,*
who owned Rock Hill (Connemara, The Carl Sandburg Home) at the time.

Many Pines is one of the most intact historic sites and their Preservation
Agreement is the most thorough and detailed document we own to date.

In 1999, we received the donation of a Preservation Agreement on the old
Maybank house, GREENWOODS ¢1893 from then president of HFR Richard
Stanland and his wife Suzanne. The house was then sold back into the Maybank
family, returning the property to the family that built it. The name has been
changed to THE DAM HOUSE reflecting its location near the Highland Lake Dam.

In 2000, HFR purchased the last remaining 1 1/4 acre of land that was part

of Ravenswood ¢1863. THE PRESERVE AND BIRD SANCTUARY is a
designated green space in the center of the village. It contains walking trails

and plant specimens for all to enjoy. It was purchased to prevent further commercial
development and is maintained by HFR. Ravenswood was known as one of the
most beautiful 19thc houses in Flat Rock, built by Rev. John Grimke Drayton,



of Magnolia Gardens in Charleston. Demolition of Ravenswood in the early 1960s
was a major factor in the formation of Historic Flat Rock, Inc.

In 2000, we were approached by a search committee from the Village of

Flat Rock. They were interested in a location for a VILLAGE HALL. What
better place than an historic house right in the middle of town where Greenville
Highway and Little River Road intersect. A Preservation Agreement was put
in place on the farmhouse and permission was given for an addition. This was
the first cooperative venture in adaptive reuse of an historic structure,

2002 saw the most successful HOME TOUR to date with CHANTELOUP

as the cornerstone of the tour. It marked the beginning of multi home highly
successful tours anticipated by locals and visitors alike. It was the first really big
home tour in many years and took hundreds of man hours and a village of
docents to man the houses. What a success it was!

2003 saw the beginning of our work on the SCENIC BYWAY project. As you
enjoy driving through the village, please know there was great effort and much
paperwork involved to make this project a success. Scenic Byways are one way

to ensure our historic roads will remain as beautiful as they are now. The SCENIC
BYWAY project continues today.

HFR continues its work to safeguard the historic roads. Twice the NCDOT planned
to widen the Greenville Highway through the village. Through our efforts and the
signatures of village residents, plans were disbanded. When the NCDOT planned
to widen Kanuga Road through the historic district, HFR went to work and after
hiring professional assistance, we prevailed once again.

In 2004 we accepted a donation of a house at 1125 Park Street in Hendersonville
from Mrs. Alexander Schenck, widow of our first president. She was one of our
most active and loyal Life Members. The house was sold, without commission,
by a member of our Board of Trustees and the proceeds of the sale went into

our revolving fund.

A Preservation Agreement between HFR and the owner of LITTLE BYE ¢1948,
(formerly known as the Braswell House) was donated by Mrs. Richard B.
Grimball in 2005. The house represents the summer cottage style once so
prevalent in the village, and enjoys a view of Ravenswood Lake to the west.



In 2007, we worked in conjunction with church volunteers to reopen the last
remaining section of the JERUSALEM PATH between the Old Parsonage and The
Church of St. John in the Wilderness. The path was created by C. G. Memminger
from his home Rock Hill (now the Carl Sandburg Home) to the church. HFR's

Open Board Meeting featured a tour of the Old Parsonage and the trail. Memminger
believed that servants, even horses, should have Sundays without work, so he and his
friend and neighbor, Rev. Drayton, walked to the church whenever possible with
anyone who wished to join them.

2007 was a banner year for PRESERVATION AGREEMENTS, including....

COMMODORE'S COTTAGE: Located on the south side of Rutledge

Drive, the cottage was built c1910. The first owner was Commodore Valentine
Sevier Nelson, U.S. Navy, retired. Upon his death it was inherited by

his daughter, and then sold (for $1.00 and love and affection) to her niece. When
she and her husband John Wesley Jones, retired from the Foreign Service, they
moved here permanently. John Wesley Jones was the second President of
Historic Flat Rock, Inc.

DOLCE FAR NIENTI: Located on Greenville Highway, almost directly

across from The Church of St. John in The Wilderness, Dolce Far Nienti (Sweet
Nothing to Do) has a long history. The land was purchased ¢1833 by Henry
McAlpin, then by Charles Baring ¢1836, and then by Thomas Lowndes the same
year. Thomas Lowndes built a grand summer home in the Charleston style with
wide piazzas. A circular drive lined with Hydrangeas can still be seen from the
road as well as the original granite wall and gates, built without mortar. The house
was taken down in 1960. Our Preservation Agreement includes the land, the granite
wall, and EMMY'S COTTAGE, built ¢1924 by Thomas Lowndes' grandson,
Richard I'on Lowndes Jr., who built The Rock, present day Lowndes House at the
Flat Rock Playhouse. Emmy's Cottage is on the NW corner of the property.

DUNROY:: United States Senator David Williams, a rice planter from SC, built

Dunroy c1862. His wife Kate was a sister of Mary Boykin Chesnut, author of "Diary
from Dixie". After two additional ownerships, the house went to the Rutledge family.
Rutledge Mountain and Rutledge Drive are named for them. In 1933, WWI Major
General Campbell King, grandson of Judge Mitchell King (Argyle), bought the property.
He was commanding officer under Gen. George C. Marshall and was Army Chief

of Staff. The King family named the estate Dunroy. In the 1990s a large portion of
Dunroy’s acreage was sold for a planned residential development. The sale carried

a strict acreage requirement per house, keeping a large portion of common acreage



in tact. Dunroy’s historic house, outbuildings, and surrounding property has been
beautifully restored and maintained by its present owners. They have added adjoining
land to enhance the property. HFR holds a Preservation agreement on Dunroy and

it has been designated a Landmark property.

THE EDNEY HOUSE: The Edney House was built c1911 shortly after
Commodore's Cottage by the same builder, virtually across Rutledge Drive. HFR
holds a Preservation Agreement on The Edney House, one of the most charming

of the early 20th century houses in Flat Rock. Beautifully maintained, the cottage
proudly exhibits extensive gardens, including a circular drive lined with Hydrangeas.

OAK KNOLL: We received a Preservation Agreement on Oak Knoll c1886
from Mrs. A. B. Peterson, (Penny, to everyone who knew her.) Her mother,
Penelope Pyatt Parker of Georgetown, SC designed the house herself soon

after her husband died. It sits off the road near Highland Lake and is an excellent
example of a typical Flat Rock summer house of that era with wide covered
porches, a tennis court and guest house.

In 2008, we began our HISTORIC MARKER program. With owner approval, we
place a permanent historic marker at properties on which we hold Preservation
Agreements. We also place historic markers at Village entrances. This program

is fully funded by HFR and is ongoing.

In 2008, HFR engaged a Washington based archeologist to conduct a "dig™ on ¢1905
HEMLOCKS property for the purpose of establishing for certain that it is built upon the
underpinnings of a much earlier dwelling, likely the 1700s Kuykendall Tavern.

The cottage is located on the Old Drover Road also known as the Old Buncombe
Turnpike. The dig was successful and it is a registered NC State Archeological Site.
The full report can be reviewed by appointment with HFR, and recovered artifacts,
numbering 1,400+, can be viewed at the Museum. We purchased the cottage, made
some necessary repairs, and placed a Preservation Agreement on it before selling it to a
responsible owner.

In 2009, we accepted a Preservation Agreement on RUTLEDGE COTTAGE ¢1838,
from the Schenck family. Rutledge Cottage is one of the earliest and most

charming of Flat Rock's historic homes. It was first built as a summer house by

Dr. Mitchell King, and then it was his family residence while he built Glen Roy
(Kenmure). When Glen Roy was completed, the small building that Dr. King had built



for his medical office during construction was put on logs and rolled to the cottage,
where it was attached to the northwest side and became the indoor kitchen.
Also on the property, is a two story guest house that originally housed servants.

2010 saw HFR purchase THE ANDREWS HOUSE ¢1885. It was home to the
Andrews family who ran a livery business from the late 1800s until the 1950s.
The house had fallen into severe disrepair. Renovations and restoration involved,
once again, untold volunteer hours on the part of HFR board members, but the
result is for all to see along Greenville Highway across from Rainbow Row.

A Preservation Agreement was placed on it in 2012, and it was sold using an
historic adaptive reuse rezoning law to allow a commercial business on the site.

Our first DESIGNER SHOWHOUSE was held at SALUDA COTTAGES ¢1836 in the
summer of 2010. The event brought the entire village together to get a peek inside
the fabulous house, one of the few historic homes visible from a public road.
Designers came from all over the south to work their magic and it was our best
fundraiser to date. A most successful Patrons Party was held under the tent

on the evening prior to the public opening. The party was for HFR members,

their guests and Showhouse designers. The Special Event was a luncheon at
Kenmure Country Club featuring special guest Jon Carloftis, renowned landscape
designer and author. And for historic tree enthusiasts, Billy Joyner, Master Gardener,
led tours of the property’s heirloom trees. The house was sold, and a Preservation
Agreement is in place on the meadow fronting the house, and adjacent property.

Two years later, in 2012, we sponsored our second Designer Showhouse at
INTERLUDE, a French Country estate located just outside Flat Rock village
boundaries. Once again, interior designers turned this beautiful home into a
place to be envied. As is our custom, we hosted a Patron's Party the evening
prior to the opening of this our second successful Designer Showhouse

Also in 2012, HFR purchased what is now called THE KING HOUSE ¢1843.
The house with the Green Creek running through the back of the property,
began as three mill houses that were moved to this location. Tracking its history
was almost overwhelming, but along the way we discovered interesting details
about the house, its owners, and its many uses. HFR renovated the structures,
making them blend as one. It has been sold with a Preservation Agreement.

In 2013 we received a Preservation Agreement on BROOKLAND ¢1829
and ¢1836. Once in the village of Flat Rock, it is now in Hendersonville, but
it is a very important part of Flat Rock history and the essence of "The Little



Charleston of the Mountains”. Debby and C. Eugene (Gene) Staton, have
devoted their time and talents to research and restoration of their historic
Brookland. It is one of the best examples of 19th c architecture, and of

Flat Rock history. The guest house, built by Frederick Rutledge, is believed
to date to ¢1829 which makes it one of the very earliest dwellings built by
Low Country settlers.

In 2014, we accomplished one of our greatest goals. We were able, after years
of work, to purchase MOUNTAIN LODGE ¢1827 out of bankruptcy. Mountain
Lodge is acknowledged to be the earliest of the summer estates built by the
Charlestonians, and has enjoyed the position of Flat Rock's crown jewel. The
entire property had declined into a terrible state due to neglect. The purchase
was the result of countless weeks and months of HFR members’ personal

time and talents. We are so very fortunate that we found a buyer, with family
ties to Flat Rock, who have refurbished the estate to its former glory. This was

a true success story. A Preservation Agreement is in place.

On February 27, 2015, the updated NOMINATION and BORDER ADJUSTMENT
of the 1973 designation of the FLAT ROCK HISTORIC DISTRICT was registered
with the National Park Service. After more than twenty years of work on the part

of numerous HFR volunteers, and many thousands of dollars, we can be proud of our
accomplishment. We are one of the largest Historic Districts in the Nation and the
largest in North Carolina. Access it at: http://hpo,ncdcr.gov/nr/HN 1352pdf

In 2016, we were gifted with a Preservation Agreement on HOPEWOOQOD,

built 1938 by Hope Thomson Robertson and Reuben Robertson, President of
Champion Fibre. The house sits on a hill within the Sherwood development,
commanding a view of extensive gardens and meadows that were begun c1878
when Joseph Cox selected the site for his summer house. The original house was
razed to make way for the present French-style estate house. Present owners have
completed renovations and restorations to the house, outbuildings and gardens.

Also in 2016, we were gifted with Preservation Agreements on three GREEN
ACRES COTTAGES ¢1938 in the old Jones Deluxe Motor Court on Greenville
Highway. The Motor Court was a popular addition to the Flat Rock village tourist
scene and predated nearby modern roadside motels.



2016/17 brings the OLD POST OFFICE full circle for Historic Flat Rock Inc. Our
mission states that we must offer artifacts and historic documents for public review

and study. When we purchased the building in 1979 and renovated the upper floor

for offices, our needs were fairly minimal. The lower floor was leased to the Ladies

Aid Society for their Book Exchange. In 2016, HFR trustees voted to assume occupancy
of both floors of the building so we could accommodate our needs as well as fulfill

our mission to open a Cultural Center/Museum. The Museum is on the first floor of

the building and is open by appointment and by a published schedule.

In 2018, HFR celebrated its 50" anniversary by offering a very special HOME TOUR,
Just three of Flat Rock’s gems, Mountain Lodge, Saluda Cottages and Beaumont
were opened to the public. At one homeowner’s count, we hosted 1,400 visitors!

Our 50" Anniversary Patrons Party was held at the Grand Olde Hall at Highland
Lake. The party had a 60’s theme in music and food and many patrons wore 60’s
garb. It was a festive and exciting night and a great celebration of our 50 years

of preservation efforts!

Our ANNUAL MEETING is held in August of each year and all members are
invited to attend. As a thank you to our membership, those in attendance are invited
to a "thank you" party held at an historic home. Since HFR’s founding in 1968,
home tours and galas on alternate years have been a staple of the Flat Rock

summer social scene.

HOME TOURS: In 1968, the very year HFR was organized, the first Home
took place. They became one of the most popular summer attractions in Flat Rock.
We offered them every year, and then every other year through 2018.

GALAS also date to our beginnings. They have taken shape as cocktail gatherings,
Sunday brunches, and dinner parties. They have become an important part of the
Flat Rock summer social scene, looked forward to by members and their guests.
Whether at a gala or at a patron’s party, wonderful auctions, large or small, made
possible by generous admirers of HFR, have been staples. Fun and profitable,

our auctions provide a boost to our finances and provide funding for further
projects.

SHOWHOUSES: 2010 and 2012 were our Showhouse years, and they were
wonderful events. They brought in designers from all over the South for a two
week period and brought positive attention to Historic Flat Rock, Inc. and our
mission. We are a tiny organization with a big voice.



2019 — 2022 See Introduction for COVID years’ activities.

2022 — 2023 FLAT ROCK ARCHAEOLOGY took center stage. Through
the efforts of a professional team and untold man hours by HFR volunteers,
led by our current president, the dig at RINDAL property has emerged as a
most important find. What was apparently a walking path, possibly dating
to 1700’s or earlier, then a horse path, and then a wagon road, including a
substantial bridge, continues to produce artifacts and information. This is a
continuing project!

Stay tuned.

*Smyth and Smythe are correct for each gentleman as listed.

Galen Reuther
2014, 17, 23

PAST PRESIDENTS

Alexander Schenck Pete Bonesteel
John Wesley Jones Dries Jansma
James MacDonald Charles Kuykendall
George Johnson Galen Reuther
Georgia Paxton Rick Merrill
Michael Giblin William Humleker
Richard Stanland Chris Battista
Elizabeth McCoy Victoria Flanagan
Cam Boyd Missy Schenck

Tom Dunn






